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Scientists explore the concept of density during their 
Chemistry unit.

Science 
Half the year is over! Wow, how time flies when you are learning science! 
During the second quarter we finished our investigation of pond life and 
began learning basic chemistry. Our students learned about density and 
how to calculate it. We even layered liquids with different densities in 
one cup!  Amazing!  Our  lessons  continue in  chemistry,  as  we explore 
atoms,  molecules  and  compounds  and  find  out  about  the  different 
properties of liquids. 
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Principal’s Message: 

It is hard to believe that the year is 
half over.  It is amazing to see how 
much our students have grown both 
physically and emotionally in such a 
short time.  CMS will be a very busy 
place for sixth grade students as we 
enter the second semester. It is 
another adjustment our students go 
through. Last year, grade five students 
experienced special events as their 
time in elementary came to a close.  
As sixth graders this year they will 
prepare for final exams for the first 
time. 

One important process we begin is 
course selections for grade seven.  Mr. 
Fox will meet with students to explain 
the courses available for students next 
year.   We offer advanced science and 
math at the seventh grade level.  
Instruction is rigorous and fast-paced 
as we prepare students to take high 
school course work in grade eight. If 
you are unsure which level is 
appropriate for your child, please 
consult with your child’s current 
teacher.  Students will also select their 
first and second choice of foreign 
language.  They will have Latin, French 
and Spanish to choose from.  After the 
group presentations your child will 
have additional documents to share 
with you. 

Middle school is a wonderful and truly 
crazy time for both students and 
parents as we continue to move them 
f rom chi ldhood to adul thood.  
Keeping a balance of when to support 
and when to let go as challenges 
present themselves is always a 
delicate one. Please contact me or Mr. 
Fox if we can assist your family in any 
way.If you have any questions, please 
contact me in the house office at 
4 0 7 - 9 2 1 0 o r b y e m a i l a t 
rmichel@clarenceschools.org.

TODAY’S NEWS 
Be Responsible | Be Respectful | Be Your Best
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Engineering Technology 
This  second  marking  period  in  Engineering  Technology  we  continued  our 
journey into the world of engineering and robotics. Now that we have moved 
full force into our Robotics unit, we have been learning how to program our 
Bots to move using RobotC, a programming language based on the C language. 
We began learning basic programming by creating a test bed that contains all 
the VEX robotics components that we will need to use later on to create our 
drag race bot. We learned how to properly use, build, and then program the 
VEX motors, digital, and analog sensors to do various simple tasks.

My students have had great success with their first-time programming. I know, 
for  many,  this  introduction  to  programming  has  opened  their  eyes  to  many 
exciting new fields and careers they may be pursuing in the future.

Student tests her drag race bot in the hallway.

Library 
All sixth grade students visit the Library Media Center once a month with their 
Reading teacher to learn various library skills, listen to genre-themed lessons, 
and use technology in new and exciting ways. This Fall, students have visited the 
library to borrow realistic fiction books and use the new CMS iPads! Ask your 
student what has been their favorite book they have read so far! 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English 
Language 
Arts 

This quarter, all students began reading 
the very enjoyable book Drums, Girls, and 
Dangerous Pie. This book will be 
employed as the focal point of our new 
unit - Personal Narratives:   Understanding 
Me.   Students will be employing some of 
the same strategies that Steven, from the 
novel, uses to write their own personal 
narrative.  Many different skills and 
strategies will be taught to help the 
students be successful in crafting their 
own story about themselves. 

Home & 
Careers 
Students have been busy building life 
skills through class activities.  Students 
examine personal strengths and interests 
as they relate to future careers paths.   Ask 
your sixth grader to share their My Shield 
project with you. Presentations provide an 
opportunity to practice communication 
and public speaking skills as information 
is shared with classmates.   Nutrition and 
food preparation is exciting as students 
find their way around the kitchen.   Labs 
begin with a simple snack and progress to 
an advanced dinner entrée. The sewing 
experience offers students both hand and 
sewing machine techniques.   Creation of 
a pillow focuses on technical reading 
when following instructions, teamwork, 
and time management future employers 
will require. 
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Math 
Students have completed the Math 
m i d t e r m t h a t a s s e s s e d t h e i r 
understanding of the first two units of 
study:   The Number System and 
Expressions and Equations.   Our focus 
during the third marking period will be 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships. 

Many students have reached mastery 
on basic multiplication and division 
facts through their Xtramath practice.  
We will continue to incorporate 
fraction and decimal skills in all 
ass ignments and assessments .  
Students that continue to have 
difficulty with fraction and decimal 
computation should seek extra help 
and continue to practice at home. 

Reading 
Sixth grade reading classes are just 
completing an introduction to the 
major Greek myths used in The 
Lightning Thief, and are enjoying the 
beginning of this novel study.   During 
this unit, students will be involved in 
reading closely to answer text- 
dependent questions, determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary 
words, and to analyze the character of 
Percy Jackson.   Students will also be 
learning about the archetype of a hero 
as they read “The Hero’s Journey” and 
will discover how Percy’s experiences 
in The Lightning Thief align to that of 
the hero in “The Hero’s Journey.”  After 
learning about the key elements of 
mythology, students will examine 
several classic myths to identify the 
presence of the key elements and will 
also be identifying the presence of 
these elements in The Lightning Thief.

Music 
  General Music
General Music students should come prepared to class every day with a pencil, 
three-ring binder just for music and five dividers. During the ten-week course, 
students will explore music through listening, multimedia, electric pianos, and 
computer recording.

  Band
The sixth grade band is busy preparing for their next concert, which will be 
held in the CMS Auditorium on Tuesday, April 4 at 7:30 pm.  In addition, 11 
band members recently auditioned for placement in the All Erie County Band 
and Orchestra.  All students performed admirably, and three were selected to 
participate in the honor ensembles.  Congratulations to all participants! 

  Chorus
Congratulations  to  sixth  grade  chorus  members  for  a  great  concert 
performance! We are busy preparing for our next concert which will be held on 
Wednesday,  March 22.  Students are working hard to   learn pieces in Latin, 
Hawaiian, and singing in three-part harmony. Show Choir and Voce will resume 
on March 1, after our musical production "Beauty and the Beast." We are off to 
an exciting 2017!

  Orchestra
Sixth  Grade  Orchestra  is  preparing  for  their  third  concert  on  March  22.  
Congratulations to the six students who successfully participated in the All-
County Solo Festival in January!  All students should be practicing the following 
at home: scales, orchestra music, and lesson book assignment.  Daily practicing 
builds muscle memory and trains ears to hear accurate pitch!

Sixth grade musicians and vocalists are concert ready.
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Physical Education 
Students had a great second quarter in Physical Education. Activities included 
basketball, Project Adventure, swimming, and floor hockey. Quarter 3 units of 
instruction are volleyball and badminton.

Students are reminded to bring P.E. clothes home once a week for laundering. 
Safety goggles are required of all students for the badminton unit (March 20). 
Goggles can be purchased at a local home center. 

Girls basketball ready to play some intramural hoops!
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Art 
Quarter 2 Art 6 students were one of 
the best group of artists I have had 
the pleasure of teaching! Their 
e x c i t e m e n t f o r c r e a t i n g w a s 
contagious and inspiring. We built 
clay monsters, watercolor paintings, 
self-portraits, cardboard sculptures, 
and Bad Hair Days. For our last 
painting unit students chose to paint 
something important to them. The 
paint ings include landscapes, 
portraits, stuffed animals and fantasy. 
I am keeping some of the artwork for 
the Spring art show on April 26 at the 
Middle School. 

Social Studies 
In sixth grade Social Studies, we have 
been studying the ancient river valley 
civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
and China.   In addition to those 
topics, students just completed their 
first Social Studies midterm exam 
and most were pleased with how 
their preparation paid off.  During the 
next marking period, we will be 
studying the history of the most 
popular religions practiced in the 
Eastern Hemisphere. 
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P.B.I.S. 
What is P.B.I.S.?
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support  

 • A way to create a positive learning community for all  

 • Expected behaviors are defined in the Behavior Expectations Matrix  

 • Recognition of excellent behavior 
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Student Services 
Can you believe we are half way through the school year all ready?  Time is 
flying. Students should be very proud of what they have accomplished so far.  
Typically,  after the end of first semester,  we do see a slight slide with many 
students’ academic attitude. Please remind your child that we do have twenty 
weeks remaining of school and their continued hard work will pay off in the 
long run. 

Recently,  I  met  with  all  sixth  grade  students  to  discuss  seventh  grade 
scheduling.  Please discuss with your child the choices that need to be made 
for next year and return the scheduling card, as soon as possible, no later than 
February 17.  If you need to find scheduling information, you may locate it on 
the Clarence Middle School website under Student Services; 6th Grade House. 
Please  do not  hesitate  to  call  me in  the  6th  Grade  House  Office  with  any 
questions about scheduling or any other concerns as well. 

407-9210.  - Mr. Daniel Fox, 6th Grade School Counselor

Health Office 
New York State has NEW IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS effective 
September 2016 for ALL students entering the 7th Grade.

One vaccine against meningitis is required for school entry. Please check with 
your child’s physician’s office TODAY to schedule this vaccination in order to 
avoid being excluded from school in September.

All  students  entering  7th  grade  are  required  by  New York  State  Education 
Dept. to have a current physical on file in the Health Office. The physical exam 
must  be  done in  the  12  months  PRIOR to entering  7th grade (Sept.  2017). 
Check the Parent Portal for your child's physical date. Please send in a copy OR 
contact your physician's office to schedule their physical appointment. It's not 
too soon to do this!  

Phys ica l s  and  immunizat ion  records  can  be  emai led  to 
LBajdas@clarenceschools.org, dropped off, or faxed.

The CONFIDENTIAL FAX number is 407-9243.

Technology 
Technology class is generally a 
student’s favorite class, due to 
the hands on learning, rigorous 
d e s i g n c h a l l e n g e s , a n d 
authentic application of math 
and science concepts.   Please 
take time to admire the design 
plans and prototypes that the 
students have created for their 
popcorn grabber and robot 
keychain projects.   Students 
have done a wonderful job 
expanding on essential design 
skills, as they advance through 
o u r P L T W G a t e w a y t o 
Technology curriculum. Though 
t e c h n o l o g y e d u c a t i o n i s 
currently only a quarter long 
class, there are ways for 
students to stay involved, 
pursue interests, and build 
experience toward future 
careers.   Please contact Ms. 
Urbanek, Mr. Kleeh, or Mr. 
Wright for suggestions on 
staying involved in Clarence’s 
prestigious Technology and 
Engineering program. 


